Artifact Analysis #1

Assignment: Create Your Own Scarlet Letter
Artifact: The letter “M” for murder

Class: Academic English 10
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The artifact that I chose to analyze is the letter “M” shown above which was a symbol for murder. I chose this letter out of all of them mainly because although I hate to choose favorites, this one was definitely one of my favorites out of the two classes that I taught. I suppose the key elements of the letter that really stand out to me is the whole artistic value of the project. I really like how the student drew the letter in an old fashioned font and covered it red for blood. When I first saw this letter, I really thought the actual letter was dripping blood from how realistic it actually looked. I was very disappointed to learn that I had to give it back (just kidding). 


The student is very visible in the work because of how creative and artistic he is. I am big into looking deep into student work and writings to learn personalities, and this project does exactly that. In the beginning of the year, I noticed that this student really liked drawing. Not only this, but a few weeks after the project was turned in, I learned that art was this student’s favorite hobby. Go figure.


Because of the dripping of the blood, I feel that the student really has a great understanding of what I was looking for in the assignment. In the Scarlet Letter, the way the letter “A” is portrayed is a very vital entity to truly understand the themes and plots that the story tells. I wanted to try and emphasize this point with the assignment by telling the students to develop the look of their letters based on the sin. Considering the sin the student chose was murder, dripping blood and bolded, since murders stand out in our society, were two great entities to be used.


I wonder a few things pertaining to this artifact. First, how long did it take for the student to draw and color it? Secondly, why did the student choose murder? And lastly, why did the student decide to draw it and color it in marker and not in paint which could make the blood look even more realistic? I obviously do not know the answers to these questions, but if I did receive the opportunity to talk to the creator of the letter, these are the questions I would surely ask. 
