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Literature:
Shakespearean Sonnets
PA Standards Used:

1.1.11. Learning to Read Independently



H. Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.


1.4.11. Types of Writing



B. Write complex informational pieces (analyses, reflections, connections)


1.3.11. Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature



A. Read and understand works of literature

B. Analyze the relationships, uses and effectiveness of literary elements used by one or more authors in similar genres including characterization, setting, plot, theme, point of view, tone and style.

1.6.11. Speaking and Listening



A. Listen to others.



B. Listen to selections of literature.



D. Contribute to discussions


E. Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations.



F. Use media for learning purposes. 
Objectives:

· The students will use a diagram (concept map) about Shakespearean sonnets to explain how they are structured and composed.
· The students will demonstrate their knowledge of the structure, meanings, and rhyme scheme of Shakespearean sonnets by completing five sections of the diagram.
· The students will evaluate the meaning of two (2) example sonnets by writing a one paragraph translation for each poem. 
Instructional Materials Used:

(1) Shakespearean Sonnets Concept Map
(2) Laptops (if applicable)
Explanation of Lesson:

Shakespearean Sonnets are often a hard form of poetry for students to be able to comprehend and/or write. In order to teach this unit, I broke it up into three individual parts. During the first part, the students were given the opportunity to bring in popular music lyrics and turn them into original sonnets. This activity allowed students to learn first-hand the structure, rhyme scheme, and syllable count of sonnets while having fun with popular lyrics already embedded in their minds. 

The second part of my three part program includes this concept map as a review tool before the final lesson. During the first part, the students were introduced to how sonnets are structured. During this part, they will be quizzed on what they just did to see if they fully understand by focusing on meaning. The passing and understanding of the concept map, whether it be done on the computer or on a print out, will be vital to the completion of the final part of my three part unit plan: the writing of an original sonnet from scratch. 

