Misinformed Students – Accept or Attempt to Change?
Life is change. Growth is optional. Choose wisely.

- Karen Kaiser Clark
It is interesting this topic was brought up because recently I was dealt with a situation that involved me to choose between correcting or accepting and moving on for the sake of the objective. It was two weeks ago, and I was teaching ethics in a Communications class. In order to achieve the objective, I decided to hold a debate style activity called “Fish Bowl.” How it works is four students are seated in the middle of the classroom, and they talk about the topics at hand. Everyone on the outside of the “bowl” is instructed not to talk, and if they have anything to say, they tap one of the students inside the “bowl,” sit down, and add to the discussion. Since I am known around the school for this activity, everything was quite well until a male student said, “Men are superior to women. They belong in the kitchen, not in the workplace.” The boys laughed, the girls got annoyed, but the difference between the other boys and the student who said it was, well… he was dead serious. 
Arriving at one goal is the starting point to another.

- John Dewey
My first reaction was to throw a smile and hope that it died down. But it didn’t. The student continued with it and the smiles that started off as laughs from the rest of the males turned into awkward stares. Instead of being the “male teacher,” I decided to side with the girls and take a seat. I told the student about examples of women in history who have made a difference “outside of the kitchen,” and examples of women that I knew personally. After a good 15 minute discussion going back and forth, the student decided to drop it, even though you could tell on his face that he wasn’t too happy. I asked him to stay after class and we had a chat. He said everything was fine and that part of him just wanted to say something controversial to add “spice” to the discussion. I thanked him for that, but then I told him that there were better ways to “spice” up class than making statements that are not politically correct. We then shared a laugh, and he was on his way. 
Changes are not only possible and predictable, but to deny them is to be an accomplice to one's own unnecessary vegetation.

- Gail Sheehy
I guess my response to the whole “accept vs. attempt to change” dilemma is that if you accept it and move on, you not only give the student more power to say whatever he/she wants, but you also involuntarily ignore the rest of the classes’ feelings or opinions on the matter. But, if you correct in a respectful manner, then great discussion can be developed. I am a huge advocate of “teachable moments,” and whenever “misinformed views” enter the classroom, I view them as volleyball set ups to huge educational spikes. Not only did I get through to my male student, but I gained the respect of the girls, and also the rest of the boys by showing them how it’s okay to respond to “misinformed views” as long as you’re respectful and you don’t allow your feelings to get the best of you. If you do, then you are prone to say your own form of a misinformed view… and that’s when educators get in trouble. 
