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Objective: 

Write an obituary or elegy for Jay Gatsby. 

Definitions:
Obituary - factual article that appears in newspaper telling people about a death.



Elegy – a poem to memorialize someone beloved or respected who is deceased.

What is included in an obituary? (at least a page long)
1. Start the obituary's first paragraph with the name of the deceased, where he or she lived, when he or she died, and how old he or she was. 
2. Include a paragraph where you list all family members preceding the deceased in death. You should include spouses, children, grandchildren, siblings, and parents. Include a paragraph where you list the names of survivors. You should include spouses, parents, siblings, children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and grandparents.
3. Include information about the deceased's education, profession, hobbies, church membership, accomplishments, and other biographical information if space permits.
What is included in an elegy? (at least 14 lines long)
1. Describe when and why you are writing the poem. Explain where you, the author, are now and why you are looking back. Depict your relationship with the deceased. Pastoral references, like portraying the author and departed one as shepherds, are commonly used in an elegy as metaphors for the relationship. 
2. Explain how the person died and express not just grief, but anger and astonishment that the person has passed. Include the cause of the death. Let the means of death inspire the poem's imagery; for example, if the person drowned, incorporate the sea as a character or symbol.
3. Include attempts to deny the reality of the person's death or resurrect the person. Eventually accept of the unavoidability of the loss. 
4. Reflect on how the person's death has impacted the world. Ask how the world can go on without this person. Imagine what this person could have contributed that will never be fulfilled.
5. Meditate on the nature and inevitability of death within the cycle of life. Conclude the elegy with a degree of comfort and reassurance in the certainty of how life progresses and a hope of the afterlife.
O Captain! My Captain!  

 
by Walt Whitman
O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done, The ship has weather'd every rack, the prize we sought is won, The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring; But O heart! heart! heart! O the bleeding drops of red, Where on the deck my Captain lies, Fallen cold and dead. O Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the bells; Rise up- for you the flag is flung- for you the bugle trills,

For you bouquets and ribbon'd wreaths- for you the shores


a-crowding,

For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning;


Here Captain! dear father!



This arm beneath your head!




It is some dream that on the deck,





You've fallen cold and dead.

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still,

My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will,

The ship is anchor'd safe and sound, its voyage closed and done,

From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won;


Exult O shores, and ring O bells!



But I with mournful tread,




Walk the deck my Captain lies,





Fallen cold and dead.
Written for the death of President Abraham Lincoln in 1865

