Curcio 1

Mark Curcio
CI 495E

Unit Plan
Parts E, F, G, H
26 March 2009

Teamwork:  The Membership of Groups in The Call of the Wild
For Ninth Grade
E. Inquiry into the Learning Environment (Management Plan)
1. How you plan to create an inviting and motivating atmosphere?
I planned on creating an inviting and motivating atmosphere by placing the students into the story through the use of the novel’s reoccurring themes. By inviting them to do this, they were able to not only learn and memorize the important themes, but be able to experience them first-hand after each chapter. The motivating aspect of the unit came from two different places. The first being the enthusiastic way in which I read the chapters and the second being the various activities that each chapter provoked. As the competition moved on and the standings changed based on student/team performance, you could really tell that students were looking forward to what the next activity would be. This shared enthusiasm not only brought out the best in the students, but also it brought out the best in me during the preparation and delivery of the material. 

2. How you plan to implement procedures to effectively manage class time and resources?

Procedures for this unit were rather easy to run due to the fact that the students were on the most part very well-behaved, and my room had quality resources at my disposal technology-wise to do whatever I needed to do. I made sure I went through the rules with the class from the very beginning before the competition even started to avoid any future mishaps, disagreements, or problems. As for class time, 40 minutes was enough time to finish daily procedures whether it was reading a chapter or completing an activity. While planning, time management was something that I took into deep consideration before any final ideas were put on paper.  

3. How to prevent and/or respond to potential student misbehavior?
During this unit, I really only had one or two problems. One of these was a daily occurrence that I had to fix and the latter being something small during The Call of the Wild Jeopardy game towards the end of the unit. 
The reoccurring disruption was frequent in both periods, that being talking. Throughout the unit I was on the fence on this problem due to that fact that “Pack Combat” was supposed to be a team/group competition, so talking should be natural. But the problem came whenever they were talking about other things that did not have to do with the novel. On top of this, during discussion, a handful of students would just begin talking between themselves as I was speaking. In order to fix this, I simply moved seats and overused the “threatening warning,” I never went more than that.
The small problem occurred towards the end during the Jeopardy! review game. Quite simply, some teams got upset at the format of how the game was going. Because of this, they began to backlash against me, leading for the teams to start bickering between each other throwing out insults and threats of physical violence. Due to the “fun” nature of the activity, I basically said to them, “Everyone! This is Jeopardy, not American Gladiators! Relax!” Due to the comparison, everyone cooled down and substituted anger with laughter. As the fog cleared, we stopped the game and collaboratively changed some of the rules in favor of all the teams that were playing. Problem solved. 

F. Implementation of Unit Plan 
1. Changes

Having been out of high school for almost four years, I completely forgot how some classes are run. Since I’ve been in college, I am used to having to read for homework and then doing discussion and/or activities in class. Well, in high school, especially 9th grade, reading is done in classes, not at home. As shown by my original unit plan attached, I was expecting my unit to take 2 weeks at the most with all of the reading done at home. When I showed this to my mentor teacher, she kind of smirked and said that it was going to be impossible. Because of this, I completely redid my original unit plan to something more doable, mainly based around an every-other-day sort of format i.e. Reading, Activity, Reading, Activity, Reading, Activity, etc.

Attachments: 
1 – Original Unit Plan 

2. Pre-Instructional Assessment (Pre-Test): To Build a Fire

After analyzing the results of the pre-test, nothing on my unit plan changed because the results were what I expected, the teams worked very well together, and I had already changed my original plan to something more doable within the English 9 classroom format and with the student knowledge levels.

Attachments: 
2 – Pre-Test Grade Data

3 – Example Student Pre-Tests

3. Observations
Attachments: 
4 – Mrs. Vandermer Observation (1/23/09)

     

          
5-- Mrs. Pasinski Observation (2/2/09)




6 – Mrs. Vandermer Observation (2/3/09)




7 – Mrs. Pasinski Observation (2/9/09)
G. Analysis of Student Learning (Inquiry into student learning)

1. Grading criteria

The criteria that I used to evaluate student work was based on how many points the assignment was worth. The majority of the grades, besides the collage, was based on raw statistics. The pre-test was out of 12, so whatever the student got correct out of 12, that was the score they received. The mid-term quiz and final exam were out of 10 and 50, respectively, so whatever the student got correct out of those two totals, that was the score they received.

As for how the standings were graded, it all depended on where their team was placed after each week. After each week of the competition, the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd teams were tallied, recorded, and based on their standings were given either 15 points (1st place), 12 (2nd place), or 10 (3rd place). Suggested by my mentor teacher, the final standings were out of 25 with 1st place receiving 25 out of 25, 2nd place, 23, and last place 20. I felt that the grading criteria had to be this way because as in any competition, the numbers do not lie. I could not grade the teams based on performance or participation because that would be a completely judgmental observation and not necessary fair to all those involved. An example of these standings is shown here:
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The only rubrics I used during this unit were one for the collage and one for their essay at the end of the final exam. The collage graded students on three key areas: Content, Completion, and Neatness. With content being worth 50% of the grade (10 points out of 20), as long as the student completed the assignment and neatly filled the page with relevant pictures, it was rather an easy 20 points to earn. But, as shown on the graphs and grading data, some students failed to turn one in resulting in zeros. Here are some example collages with others attached: 
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The final exam essay, which I was very disappointed in, was graded with a rubric that I have been using ever since my pre-service teaching assignment last semester. Out of ten points, I graded each student’s essay according to four criteria: Content, Grammar, Completion, and Length. The actual rubric looks like this:
	Content
___ / 5

Grammar 
___ / 2

Length 

___ / 2

Completion
___ / 1





I really like using this rubric for essays for 9th and 10th graders because of the simplicity of it.  Not only this, but as shown by the division of the points, it is rather easy to earn a 10 out of 10 as long as you answer the question fully, the grammar does not interfere with the flow of your words, and you use textual knowledge. The reason why I mentioned earlier that I was upset with how the essays turned out is because I was shocked to see the number of students who either failed to produce at least a half a page of written material, failed to even attempt the essay, or failed to correctly write a sentence correctly. I even had one student who wrote the entire essay as one sentence. I have attached some student exams along with their essays (both good and bad examples). Because of the essay responses, the next unit I decided to do was a writing one to help hone in on their weaknesses and improve their writing skills.

[image: image8.jpg]The Call of the Wild Unit Grades
Period 1

50

12 3 4 5 65 7 8 9 1011 12 13 14 15

mPre-Test(12) M Collage (20) ®Test (50)





[image: image9.jpg]50

40

30

20

10

The Call of the Wild Unit Grades
Period 8

2 3 4 s 6 7 8 8 10

mPre-Test(12) M Collage (20) ®Test (50)

1

12





Note: The actual raw data is attached. 

2. Whole class assessment
The graphs pictured above represent the performance of both my first and eighth period classes in the three key grades of the unit: Pre-Test (12), Collage (20), Final Test (50). My first period consists of 15 students with different academic levels, yet all with the same potential. As shown by the chart, a lot of the students failed to turn in collages, which all resulted in zeros. This ultimately ended up taking down the class average, but out of those that did turn theirs in, the average score out of 20 was an expected 17 out of 20, acceptable yet should be a lot higher due to the simplicity of the assignment. 

Their pre-test, which was their first actual assignment given by me as the teacher, was what I expected due to the fact they all finished it on teams. I really enjoyed this grade for a variety of reasons. First, as I said, it was my first grade I would tally from them as the teacher, and secondly, I was anxious to see how they would react and respond on teams due to the fact that they were all graded on an individual basis the entire year up to that point. With a class average of 10 out of 12, I was very pleased with how they worked in their teams. 
As for the final test, which I will focus on more when going over the results, I felt that they could have done a lot better. Separated into five parts each worth 10 points: Themes, Multiple Choice, Character Identification, Vocabulary, and Essay; the whole test was out of a total of 50 points. Knowing beforehand that half of the students would not study, I had a Jeopardy! review game the day before the exam with 30 actual test questions being asked. Despite this attempt for higher grades, the class average was a dismal 33 out of 50, which equated to a ‘D’ according to Belle Vernon’s grading scale. But looking at the individual grades, this ‘D’ average is not completely mandated. I will go into more detail in the results following this section to prove my point.
My eighth period consists of 12 students, all with basically the same learning levels except for a few that are somewhat advanced, but not much. Their pre-test scores were a little lower than period 1 with an 8 out of 12, but that was because there were a few students absent and even with an attempt for them to make up the work, they failed to do so.

As for their final test scores, the whole group of 12 students averaged a 32 out of 50, only one less than Period 1, for a ‘D’ average. But, however, in comparison to Period 1, the average was exactly that, the average. There were four students in the 20 range and four others in the 30 range, which accumulated for more than half of the student roster (8). These scores obviously had a lot do with the class average being as low as it was.
Results
Looking over the data, I would have to say that I am very upset with the performance of my students throughout the duration of the unit. I went in under the impression that the students would respond greatly to the whole competition aspect of the novel instead of just reading, but according to the numbers, I was wrong. Even though my unit received much deserved praise by both my mentor and other English department colleagues due to the amount of work and thought process I put into it, the majority of my students failed to deliver when I needed them to the most. The pre-test gave me an early indication that their grades would be fine, but as the unit progressed, I realized it was a false assessment. Even though the students enjoyed the activities and some of the chapters, I question myself as to if they were worth all the preparation and management. The pie-charts showing the division of grades from the unit are shown below:
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I believe that my disbelief began to hit home whenever I noticed that a lot of the students failed to turn in collages even though I gave them almost three days to work on them in class. Something as easy as a collage based on themes we went over in class at least twice a day, and some did not even attempt to do it? If that was not enough, my notification that my unit wasn’t as positive as I thought it was from the outside was during the grading of the final tests. But as mentioned before, I believe that the average score in period 1 is not completely mandated. 

As shown by the statistics, the average score for period 1 was 33 out of 50, equal to a ‘D’ grade, one letter grade above failing. But as shown by the data below, it’s hard to believe that the average score was so low. 
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As shown by the chart, over 50% of the scores were either an ‘A’ or ‘B’, with no one receiving a C. Looking even closer, those that did receive a ‘F’ received grades in the 20s with one receiving an amazing 10 out of 50! With these such low scores, of course the class average went down. Those that did pass, the average score was 44 out of 50, equal to a letter grade of a ‘B’. Again, looking even closer, the majority that did fail were students with extreme cases of attendance problems.

Drawing to a conclusion based on the findings, I feel that even though the scores do not prove that I did a good job at teaching the unit, I did a good job at at least presenting the material as creative and energetic as possible. It is not under my control that some students failed to show up to class resulting in their failure and it is not under my control that some students just failed to turn things in despite my constant nagging and bending of due dates. Overall, I feel that the unit was a success for those who paid attention and enjoyed the ‘Pack Combat’ competition, but a wasted opportunity for those who failed to show up and at least had given me a chance to present the material the best way I know how. 


Individual Learner Achievement

Due to my competitive nature and always wanting to make big change in everything I do, I decided to choose to follow two individual learners, two classic underachievers from 1st period, Christian and Catie.  

Individual Learner #1: Christian

Christian, a junior in a freshmen English class due to the failure to apply himself the two years prior, was an interesting subject of study to me. As the unit progressed, I learned that he was also in a 10th grade English class. I did not expect this after first meeting him. When I began teaching in January, he was one of the first students to really open up and greet me into the school district. From day one, he considered me a friend and respected me as a teacher, the perfect combination. Frequently throughout my unit, I found him telling the class to be quiet and show me respect as I was teaching, something that surprised me due to the past stories I have heard about him from my mentor. When I first came into the class, Christian had a ‘D’ and was barely hanging on. Wanting to change this, I knew that my ‘Pack Combat’ competition would bring the best out of him due to his competitive nature and leadership abilities within the freshmen community. I was right. At the end of the unit, Christian finished with a ‘C’ average, the highest grade, he claims, that he has earned in a long time in English. What hurt his average was his placement on a bad team which finished last place all four weeks of the competition, even though his team became within 2 points of winning the entire thing after Jeopardy! This not only showed his competitive nature as mentioned before, but also his leadership abilities, which actually helped his fellow teammate, Greg, to improve steadily throughout the unit.  

Christian’s Achievement: A Comparison

	Unit 1 Assessment
	Grade Received
	Class Average

	Pre-Test (12)
	10 - B
	8 - C

	Collage (20)
	19 - A
	12 - F

	Call of the Wild Exam (50)
	41 - B
	33 - D



As shown by the chart above, Christian was very successful in this unit, with only the standings hurting his overall grade. I expected these results due to his competitive nature and leadership abilities that I noticed from day one. I am confident, due to various talks with him after class, that Christian will turn it around this year and pass all of his English classes and ultimately graduate high school in a year.


Individual Learner #2: Catie

Catie was and still is an interesting student to track. To be honest, even though her grades do not show it, she is one of the smartest and fully developed freshmen that I have in English 9. Her only problem is she doesn’t fully apply herself to anything she does. She barely comes to class and when she does, she’s tardy. But whenever it’s time for her to do something for a grade, she buckles down and completes it with relative ease. Her writing skills level is beyond her peers and when she asserts herself, no one can bother her. I think one of the deciding factors that separates her from being an ‘A’ student instead of failing is the company that she keeps. 


I am not going to show a charted graph just following Catie because the majority of the scores are zeros due to the fact that she just was not there and failed to make anything up. But, I am going to dig deep into her final test in which she received a 30 out of 50, close to the class average, even though she should have passed easily. In the first part of the exam, she earned a 9 out of 10, answering one question wrong. In the second part, the content knowledge section of the exam, she received a 6 out of 10. The reason for this was quite simple. Because she missed so many classes and the majority of these classes were reading days, she basically did not get a chance to read and comprehend the text. Moving on, in the third part of the exam, character matching, she only got two questions right, again due to the fact she was never present. Vocabulary, again she received a 3 out of 10, unacceptable for her knowledge level. I guarantee if I would give her a vocab list and tell her a quiz was tomorrow, she would pass. 
The essay section is where she shined and really made up for lost points. As shown by her essay in which I attached, she is far more advanced than her peers when it comes to her essay writing abilities. Her grammar was for the most part flawless for a ninth grader. Her essay organization was way more advanced than anyone else that sat around her. And her penmanship put everyone to shame. I have spoken to her weekly about stepping up and reaching her potential, but sadly she has yet to show any type of clear improvement. One of the things I hate as a teacher is seeing and attempting to teach wasted talent… and Catie is a clear-cut example.

Areas for Improvement

Two actions that I feel that students should undertake to improve are to assert themselves in class and to complete their work. I can honestly say that all my students’ knowledge levels and potential are there to work with, but they all fail to assert themselves to be productive. Period 1 has a huge problem with attendance and staying out of legal trouble. Period 8 has a huge problem with paying attention and not talking. If both of these periods would change their ways, I am almost 100% positive that their grades would reflect. 

As for doing work, as shown by the various graphs and charts, the majority of points lost comes from plainly not turning anything in. What surprises me the most is that their parents aren’t on them for not turning things in for grades. Belle Vernon uses a program called “EdLine” in which teachers use to post grades online for parents and students to view. You would think that parents would say something to their children about the abundance of zeros and try to motivate them to turn stuff in to at least give them a chance to pass. I have yet to hear from a parent about zeros or anything of the sort. 
I do not believe I should make any changes in my assessment instruments because I do not believe that the student grades are not reflective of my teaching. In the preparation of this unit, I put a lot of work in to make sure the activities somewhat mirrored the themes of the novel to help students better understand the material. Not only this, but I constantly tried to come up with creative and entertaining add-ons to help boost interest in ‘Pack Combat’ to help improve student scores. Again, not to sound repetitive, but a teacher can only do so much. At some point, the students have to step up their game and assert themselves in order to succeed. The only other thing I can do is give them the answers, which is not the right or moral thing to do. Anyone can do this, and I did not get into the teaching profession to just give answers. I got into the profession to creatively teach and intellectually stimulate young minds with the use of literary concepts and themes that are used on an everyday basis in communication and during life’s lessons. But yet the question remains, if student scores do not reflect my work ethic and teaching abilities, what else can I do?
H. Inquiry into Your Teaching (Reflective Analysis)
DOMAIN A: PLANNING AND PREPARING FOR STUDENT LEARNING

Out of all four of the domains, I feel that my strongest asset was my planning skills. This feeling was not only just my opinion because my mentor and supervisor both agreed that my planning for this unit was “creative” and “excellent!” Mrs. Vandermer even mentioned in an observation report that I engaged in “thorough planning;” and that I “discussed preliminary plans with [her], then composed detailed written plans.” One of my quotes that I live by is “preparation is key,” and my unit really showed this on a daily basis. 


As for the individual domain parts, I feel that I successfully addressed all of them A1 through A7. On daily basis I “demonstrated an understanding of the subject matter… in planning” because of how each activity had to do with a certain theme evoked during the chapter just read the day before. I used “principles of learning,” “relevant classroom factors,” and “appropriate instructional resources and materials” in planning due to the fact that I used the technology available during almost every activity and game in some way. Students love technology in their learning this day and age, and I tried to incorporate it some way each activity day to create interest and use the whole classroom at my disposal instead of just the podium. 

As for my goals and objectives, I made sure that I had objectives identified on my daily lesson plans. I felt that the lesson was not complete until I addressed all of my objectives for that day. On that same note, within my unit I “designed coherent short and long range opportunities for learning and assessment” with the use of the standings bulletin board in the back and the EdLine program online to report grades. By having these at the students discretion, they were in control of their progress, making sure they were doing all they could to pass. 
Overall, I felt that my biggest strength in Domain A was that I “planned for an inclusive, nurturing, stimulating, and academically challenging learning environment” every single day with the ‘Pack Combat’ competition. Not only did it nurture the knowledge of the novel, but the activities were stimulating and the questions that accompanied the games were academically challenging creating the perfect learning environment for those that paid attention and asserted themselves. 

DOMAIN B: TEACHING


One of the strengths under teaching, according to both my  mentor and supervisor, is my rapport that I have with my students. Mrs. Vandermer wrote during one of my observations that I am “great with students – shows interest and respect for the 9th graders.” With this being said though, due to the grades, I feel that I could have “actively and effectively engaged all learners” a bit better than I did. Even though the students that did fail or barely pass were ones that never were present and/or did not assert themselves fully, I could have done a better job to enforce them to want to participate. I did all I could from the teacher side, but perhaps I could have added some sort of other penalities for obsessive tardies and/or absences. Because of these mishaps, I feel that I can improve the most in domains B3 and B4, both focusing on student behavior and classroom procedures. I consider myself a pretty laid-back educator who wants to have a good time while teaching and learning, and although the majority of the students love it, some of them take advantage of my personality.


I think the strongest domain that I touched on in Domain B is that I  successfully “communicated effectively using verbal, nonverbal, and media techniques while teaching.” Verbally because I read the chapters out loud enthuasistically and really caught a lot of students’ attention. Non-verbally because they all had to work with their teams on certain activities and games in which I only started, allowing them to finish. And finally, media techniques because like mentioned before, I used media and/or technology almost every activity day. 

DOMAIN C: ANALYZING STUDENT LEARNING AND INQURING INTO TEACHING


The second biggest strength I feel that I showed during this unit is addressing domain C due to the fact that I had to keep track of standings, statistics, and student work on a daily basis. With the standings changing every other day, I had to keep track of lead changes, point totals, and deal with the possible fondling of scores by the students. Not only this, but after school on a daily basis, I always consulted with Mrs. Vandermer for possible changes to the competition to see what she thought. She stated in an observation that “Mark is self-reflective and seeks out my evaluation.” Looking for more points to add to the unit, Mrs. Vandermer suggested tallying up points for standings after each week and I agreed. Although this ended up being a nail in the coffin for some students, the points given based on the standings really did open up some students’ eyes to really assert themselves more within their team. 
DOMAIN D: FULFILLING PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES


Mrs. Vandermer told me the day I gave her my original unit plan proposal that I already had “exceeded expectations and responsbilities,” and throughout the unit that I “valued and seeked professional growth” on a daily basis. Due to the fact that I wore a dress shirt and tie each day, I gave students the same respect that I wanted in return, and was “personable” as my mentor put it, I feel that I successfully “demonstrated integrity, ethical behaviors, and appropriate professional conduct.” 


In both my period 1 and 8 classes, I do not have any special needs students and I did not have to adapt or accommodate for my individual learners. I treated all of my students the same with the utmost respect and if they had any questions throughout the unit, I addressed them to the best of my knowledge with a combination of both the material and my experiences to help better understanding. The only accommodations that I can possibly think of are the make-ups that I had to give the abundance of students that were absent throughout the duration of the my unit. If someone was absent, I put their work that they missed aside and it was up to them to make it up. As shown by the raw scores, the majority of them failed to do so even though I nagged them on a daily basis to do so. The only assessment that I made sure they finished and completed was the final test due to the weight of the assignment (50 points) and I was curious to see if their attendance or lack there of I should say had anything to do with their scores. As originally hypothesized, I was right. 

Goals

Overall, I feel that because of my preparation for the unit, delivery of the material,  mentor and supervisor observations, and student rapport, my unit was a success. The majority of the students performed well, with a little less than half not asserting themselves which led to their poor grades and overall failure. As I review the four domains, I have targeted a few that I feel that I need to improve on as I move forward not only as a student teacher, but as a constant teaching professional. These two being domains B3 and B4, both having to do with student behavior and classroom management.


Mrs. Pasinski puts it best when she states that classroom management is “the large elephant in the back of the room that everyone ignores.” Although I feel my management strategies worked for the most part, some got a bit overused and the students reacted to it. One of the things that I have to work is not to be a pushover and stick to my guns when it comes to discipline. If I say points will be deducted, I need to learn that the points will be deducted. If I say to a student to move, he or she better move or there will be consequences. If a student is frequently tardy, instead of just saying sit down in a “mean” tone, I should really do something about it like threaten a write up or the subtraction of points. When it comes to attendance, there really isn’t I can do except maybe subtract points for every two or three absences, but that all adds up so quickly for compulsive missers that sometimes it digs a hole so deep that what’s the point for them to show up?


Classroom management is something that I clearly have to work on, but as my mentor frequently suggests, it is a problem that all teachers deal with, not just student teachers. She has repeatedly told me that she struggles at time and many of her colleagues do as well. I think it just proves to show that we really are not all perfect and even though we’re considered “professionals,” we still grow on a day-by-day basis and learn new things everyday just like our students. But instead of pushing the problem aside, I constantly am looking for ways to improve my classroom management skills by reading books, going through old education textbooks, and having discussions with my mentor after school daily. I am currently reading “The First Days of School” by Harry Wong, that my mentor suggested to me, and I am already learning some interesting techniques when it comes to dealing with management problems. The way I see it is this is my student teaching experience and if there was ever a time to learn and hone in on my strengths and weaknesses, this is the medium in which to do it. 


Overall though, I can honestly and as non-egotistically as possible state that I did and am doing a great job as a student teacher for Mrs. Vandermer. She constantly reminds me that is “impressive” by my teaching and that she sometimes cannot believe that I am just a student teacher based on my demeanor and confidence in the classroom. This was shown during the duration of my unit plan and is shown on a daily basis periods 1, 3, 5, 7, and 8 in Room 202. As long as I can remain myself, teach students to the best of my abilities, exhuberate confidence, and improve daily, I know one day I will make a great and memorable teacher. But until then, just as one of the themes of The Call of the Wild evokes, I am still in the process of “struggling for mastery.”
	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	








